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From: Schulze, Chad
To: Plewe, Bethany
Subject: FW: 25-30 ag workers exposed
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 10:38:00 AM
Attachments: Hazmat H-2019-00086.pdf


FYI – Worker Exposure in ID.
 
Sincerely,
Chad
 
Chad Schulze
Pesticide Enforcement Coordinator
Deputy Unit Diving Officer
Air & Land Enforcement Section
Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Division (ECAD)
EPA Region 10 (20-C04)


1200 6th Ave, Suite 155
Seattle, WA 98101
206-553-0505 (ph)
206-771-3058 (cell)
schulze.chad@epa.gov 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-contacts/region-10-pesticide-program-and-contacts 


EPA DIVE UNIT:
https://www.epa.gov/scientific-diving or https://www.epa.gov/diving
 
Like us on Facebook!  http://www.facebook.com/EPADivers
 


From: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV> 
Sent: Monday, May 27, 2019 6:46 AM
To: Schulze, Chad <Schulze.Chad@epa.gov>; Helder, Dirk <Helder.Dirk@epa.gov>; Terada, Derrick
<Terada.Derrick@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
 
Not much new to report this morning. Some media outlets picked up the story, but there isn't much
information out there yet since the cause is still unknown. 
 
The attached state comm call logout outlines how things went down yesterday.
 
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
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Idaho State Communications Center
Hazmat



H-2019-00086



Agency: Agency Callback #:Caldwell FD 454-7531



Caller: Callback #:Capt. Arak (208) 936-9620



05/26/2019 13:32Date/Time:



County: Canyon County, ID



Release Date/Time: 05/26/2019 13:24



Primary Product ID: Unknown (No) Additional Chemicals



Markings/Numbers:



Placard #:



UNDOT:



Amount Released:



# of Injuries:  1



# of Exposures:  1



Location: West Valley Medical, 1717 Arlington, Caldwell



Situation Status



Attributes:



Threat Level: Moderate



Spiller Name:



Spiller Address:



Spiller Phone:



En route:



On Scene:



Returning:



In Service:



Site Conditions
Weather Condition:



Surface Water & Distance:



Distance to Dwelling:



Other Area:



Emergency Personnel at Scene: Caldwell FD, Canyon EMS



Incident Commander Contact Info: Capt. Arak  208-936-9620



Released Into: Ground



Conference Call
Initial Conference Call: 05/26/2019 14:00



Classification: Level II



Classified By: Novich, Heidi



Date/Time: 05/26/2019 13:32



Date/Time Person MethodAgency Status



05/26/2019 13:36 Heidi Novich Cell PhoneIdaho Office of Emergency Management Acknowledged



05/26/2019 13:37 Chris Bowe Cell PhoneDEQ Boise Acknowledged



05/26/2019 13:43 Incident Commander Cell PhoneCaldwell FD Acknowledged



05/26/2019 13:44 Cell PhoneHealth District 3 - Southwest District 



Health
Left Message



05/26/2019 13:45 Brad Trosky Cell PhoneRRT Region 3 Nampa/Caldwell SEE 



OneNote
Acknowledged



05/26/2019 13:46 Bob Spencer Cell PhoneDepartment of Agriculture No Answer



05/26/2019 13:46 Kevin Kostka Cell PhoneDepartment of Agriculture Acknowledged
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05/26/2019 13:53 Cell PhoneHealth District 3 - Southwest District 



Health
No Answer



05/26/2019 13:53 Ricky Bowman Cell PhoneHealth District 3 - Southwest District 



Health
Left Message



05/26/2019 13:54 Jeff Cappe Cell PhoneHealth District 3 - Southwest District 



Health
Left Message



05/26/2019 13:55 Terry Wilson Cell PhoneHealth District 3 - Southwest District 



Health
Acknowledged



Notifications



Contacted ByStatusMethodAgencyNameDate/Time



Armbruster, ShandyAcknowledgedMain OfficeISP Region 305/26/2019 15:54



Armbruster, ShandyEmailedEmailITD District 3HazMat Coordinator05/26/2019 15:54



Armbruster, ShandyEmailedEmailFish and Game 



Region 3



05/26/2019 15:54



Armbruster, ShandyAcknowledgedCell PhoneDepartment of 



Agriculture



Kevin Kostka05/26/2019 14:00



Armbruster, ShandyEmailedEmailWater Resources05/26/2019 16:16



Armbruster, ShandyAcknowledgedCell PhoneEPA Region 10Beth Sheldrake05/26/2019 16:16



Notes



Date/Time Note Created By



05/26/2019 13:32 During a routine patient drop off another female presented in the West 



Valley ER foaming at the mouth.  She is in the back of the ER going into 



decon.  Requesting hazmat conference call.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 13:38 Heidi Novich, IOEM Hazmat Duty Officer, and Chris Bowe, DEQ Boise, 



advised of situation.  Heidi Novich requests conference call for 1400.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 13:50 Poison Control advising of same situation.  There are multiple patients and 



it was an organophosphate.



Armbruster, Shandy
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05/26/2019 14:00 Initial Conference Call:



Heidi Novich:  IOEM Hazmat Duty Officer



Chris Bowe:  DEQ Boise



TJ Wilson:  Health District 3



Brad Trosky:  Region Response Team 3



Luis Urias:  Dept of Agriculture



Kevin Kostka: Dept of Agriculture



Capt. Shane Arak:  Incident Commander/Caldwell FD



Shandy Armbruster:  State Communications



Capt. Arak advised call participants of situation.  While working a field near 



25800 Hatch Ln, Parma 25 to 30 people were exposed to a chemical that 



was being sprayed via plane in the field next door.  One of the workers is 



now a patient at the West Valley ER.  She was given atropine and now is 



stable and alert.    The vehicle the patient arrived in is secure, but the driver 



has not been deconned.  The vehicle is registered to Corral Agriculture, 



which is a Labor Contractor.  There is another patient at home that won’t 



seek medical care.  With the symptoms it is believed to be an 



Organophosphate.  The patients clothes are off gassing.  They can be put 



in a Hazmat 360 to identify chemical.



Capt. Arak states Canyon County EMS 40 has alerted all Emergency 



Rooms in the area including Ontario.  Also, the Parma Fire Chief is driving 



to the area to check if any workers are sick.  



TJ Wilson requests to know if the hospitals have enough atropine for 



additional patients?  Betsy Hunsaker, West Valley, advising they have 



atropine but don’t have 2-PAM Chloride for the secondary dose in house.  



In Canyon County the EMS carry the 2-PAM, so it is available. 



Requesting State Comm dispatch Wilder PD, Canyon PD and Marsing PD 



to labor camps to check for sick patients.



Capt. Arak requests information on what to do with the clothes?  The Dept 



of Agriculture will contact Betsy at West Valley.



At 1425, TJ Wilson requests conference call with hospitals in area and 



Chempack representative from IDHW.  Conference call set for 1500 with 



current call participants and local hospitals.



Brad Trosky advises the vehicle can be opened up away from people.  Capt. 



Arak states it is in the middle of the parking lot.  Brad Trosky states the 



vehicles needs to be taken away from people to air out for 24 hours.  He 



also suggests getting the Hazmat 360 off Truck 172 to identify the 



chemical.



Capt Arak states there are family members that have come in to the hospital 



and said there is another person with symptoms of vomiting that won’t come 



to the hospital. Heidi Novich asks if this is life threatening? Brad Trosky says 



it depends on how much has been absorbed.  Capt Arak will have the police 



department attempt to contact the person.  Luis Urias states that If contact 



can be made to have him collect clothes in plastic bag.  Luis Urias will 



contact Mr. Corral to get more information about workers.



Armbruster, Shandy
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At 1436, Heidi Novich classifies as a Level II and Chris Bowe agrees. Heidi 



Novich will advise Brad Richy, IOEM Director.



05/26/2019 14:39 Canyon SO advised and will dispatch officers. Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 14:41 Owyhee SO advised.  Dispatch states there are lots of houses at the labor 



camp and have not had any reports in dispatch of anyone with flu like 



symptoms.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 14:53 Sgt Chamberlain, Canyon SO, requesting to know exactly what law 



enforcement is to do.  State Comm advising of the Conference Call at 1500 



and he will join.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 15:00 Owyhee SO wanting to know what officers should be doing.  State Comm 



advising the question will be asked on the conference call.



Armbruster, Shandy
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05/26/2019 15:00 2nd Conference Call:



Heidi Novich: IOEM Hazmat Duty Officer



Chris Bowe: DEQ Boise



TJ Wilson: Health District 3



Ricky Bowman: Health District 3



Brad Trosky: Region Response Team 3



Kevin Kostka: Dept of Agriculture 



Elke Shaw-Tulloch:  Division of Public Health/DHW



Capt. Shane Arak: Incident Commander/Caldwell FD



Battalion Chief Bud Bryson: Caldwell FD



Mark:  Canyon County Paramedics



Betsy Hunskaker/Wayne: West Valley Medical Center



Travis Rittle: SARMC- Boise



Megan: SLRMC- Boise



Brandy: SARMC- Garrity



Jeremy:  SLRMC- Nampa



Dana: SLRMC-Fruitland



Janelle/Ken Hart: SARMC- Ontario



Cami/Krisha: SLRMC- Meridian



Nick- Valor Health 



Shandy Armbruster: State Communications



Kevin Kostka states the workers were in a hops field and the neighboring 



field was onion field. 



Chief Bryson advising Mr. Corral is going home to get computer with 



worker’s names to try and identify who was working in the field that day.  



There is a list of names of the workers in a van that is now quarantined.    TJ 



Wilson requests to know if people that have gone home need to be given 



information on how to bag clothes?  No, the fire department will attempt to 



make notifications.  TJ Wilson states the health district assist.



 



Betsy Hunsaker states the protocol is to shower patient in cold for 5 



minutes.  Atropine should be given immediately and 2-PAM later.  The 



patients should be in an ICU setting for 24 hours of observation.



Mark at Canyon County Paramedics has 50-60 2-PAM injector in the 



county.  He believes Ada County Paramedics carries as well. 



TJ Wilson asks if paramedics been notified?  Mark at Canyon County has 



advised Canyon, Payette, Washington, and will call Gem and Malheur.



Elke Shaw-Tulloch inquiring if there is enough medicine for projected 



patients?  West Valley inventoried atropine, not sure if enough for all 



patients that maybe coming in.



Brandy SARMC-Garrity requesting a reporting system if a patient presents 



with symptoms at their hospital?  TJ Wilson advising to contact State 



Comm.



Betsy Hunsaker reminds that if patients come in their own vehicle the driver 



needs to be deconned and vehicle quarantined.



Elke Shaw-Tulloch questions if there is follow up with anyone that has gone 



Armbruster, Shandy
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home from the field.  The fire department is attempting to get the 



information out.



TJ Wilson asks the fire department if they will follow up with families once 



list is given from Mr. Corral



Capt Arak advising there are two transport vans that have been 



quarantined.



Capt Arak states there are up to 8 patients at West Valley Medical.  



Request to have law enforcement go to door to door, or just talk to people to 



see if anyone is obviously sick.



Ricky Bowman requests another bridge call at 1700 for follow up.  In the 



meantime, the hospitals should report their stock of Atropine and 2-PAM to 



State Comm.



At 1532, West Valley just had four more patients arrive.



Heidi Novich asks where should other patients go?  Betsy Hunsaker 



advising they will coordinate with SLRMC-Nampa and SARMC-Garrity.  If a 



patient would need transport West Valley Medical would decon first then 



transport.  Jeremey at SLRMC-Nampa states they have enough meds.



SARMC-Nampa has 86 doses of Atropine.



At 1539, Capt Arak request response from RRT 3 for more manpower.  



Heidi Novich gives approval.



05/26/2019 16:00 Nick at Valor advising they have 22 doses of Atropine. Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 16:03 Jim at Pharmacy SLRMC- Boise state they gave all doses of Atropine to 



West Valley.  Also, SLRMC-Meridian does not have any.  Either Jim or Zach 



Dertschi can be contacted at 208-381-2491 if needed.  One or both will be 



on the next conference call.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 16:15 Dana at SLRMC-Fruitland advising they have 21 vials of Atropine. Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 16:24 Roy Mitchell, Boise Fire Department, advising there are 30 patients in 



SLRMC-Boise that were possibly exposed to chemicals.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 16:25 Travis Rittle, SARMC-Boise, spoke with Ada County Paramedics and they 



no longer carry 2-PAM on board but will look for stock to put in ambulances.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 16:41 Travis Rittle, SARMC-Boise, spoke with EMS Supervisor has 60 duo doses 



of 2-PAM.  The EMS Supervisor will be on the conference call.



Armbruster, Shandy
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05/26/2019 17:00 3rd Conference Call: 



Heidi Novich: IOEM Hazmat Duty Officer



Chris Bowe: DEQ Boise



TJ Wilson: Health District 3



Ricky Bowman: Health District 3



Elke Shaw-Tulloch:  Division of Public Health/DHW



Brad Trosky: Region Response Team 3



Kevin Kostka: Dept of Agriculture



Capt. Shane Arak: Incident Commander/Caldwell FD 



Bat. Chief Bud Bryson: Caldwell FD



Mike Reno- HD 4



Roy Mitchell- RRT 4 



Linda-: Ada County Paramedics



Beth Sheldrake:  EPA



Betsy Hunskaker/Wayne: West Valley Medical Center



Travis Rittle: SARMC- Boise



Megan: SLRMC- Boise



Dawn: SARMC- Garrity



Chelsie: SLRMC Nampa Pharmacy



Jim: Gem County Paramedics



Dana: SLRMC- Fruitland



Tammy/Krisha/Russ:  SLRMC- Meridian



Nick McCallister: Valor Health



Shandy Armbruster: State Communications



Heidi Novich gives summary to new call participants



.  



Kevin Kostka advising the chemical from the plane was Badge SC EPA 



#80289-3.  It is a copper-based fungicide and not an organophosphate.  It 



is a caution product with low toxicity.  Dept of Agriculture is still researching 



to check another field was already sprayed and the workers got into that 



chemical.



Brad Trosky has gathered first patients clothes and testing in the Hazmat 



360 with no results yet.



Kevin Kostka states the copper based chemical should be blue or teal 



specks that it left behind on clothing.  Brad Trosky states the patient’s 



symptoms are not consistent with the fungicide.  He suggests they could 



have been in a field that was sprayed and reactivated by rain and now on 



clothes.  Brad Trosky has two techs that are trying to get in the quarantined 



van the get the roster.



Kevin Kostka requests permission for Luis Urias to interview patients at 



West Valley Medical to try and get more information?  Betsy Hunsaker 



requests Luis to contact her to get patient interviews.  Heidi Novich request 



to have Luis report his findings to State Comm.



TJ Wilson asks if West Valley is at surge Level?  Betsy Hunsaker states 



they are not and they can take 5 ICU and 8 med surge patients.



Cami, SLRMC-Meridian, has 6 vials of Atropine en route from 



SLRMC-Magic Valley.



SARMC Pharmacy has 12 vials of Atropine and 2 vials of 2-PAM.



Armbruster, Shandy
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Canyon County Paramedics has 40 auto injector of 2-PAM.



Betsy Hunsaker states the initial patient has been given atropine dose but 



not 2-PAM.  The other patients are not as bad, just vomiting and headache.



TJ Wilson asking how long the other patients are being held for observation.  



Betsy Hunksaker advising 6-12 hours.



West Valley Medical now has 14 patients.



Update on location:  The field is at W. Stevenson and Matthews field #9 



Parma.



Capt Arak states there are 3-4 vehicles that are in quarantine and need help 



with decon.



Ada County Paramedics requesting more information on expired 2-PAM 



and how long it can be used?  Elke Shaw-Tulloch will find out the 



information and report to State Comm.



There are no other reports of patients at other hospitals.



05/26/2019 17:57 Elke Shaw-Tulloch spoke with Matt Dudley, Preparedness Program 



Manager, and the 2-PAM can be used.  He is available for calls if needed.  



At 1809, Linda with Ada County Paramedics was advised and will contact 



Matt.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 18:20 Teresa that Poison Center requesting chemical that plane was spraying.  



State Comm advising Badge SC.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 18:41 Betsy Hunsaker, West Valley Medical Center, advising their patient's 



conditions are worsening.  They need assistance on identifying the chemical 



they were exposed to.  State Comm advising Luis Urias was going to speak 



with Mr. Corral.  She will contact him directly.  State Comm will also notify 



Ricky Bowman, HD 3, for assistance.



Armbruster, Shandy



05/26/2019 23:16 RRT 3 is clear from West Valley Medical Center and back in service. Melnyk, Jennifer



05/26/2019 23:47 Kevin Kostka called to give an update. He stated they have been unable to 



identify any other source of exposure other than the aircraft. They are still 



trying to identify any other chemicals the aircraft may have used prior to 



using the fungicide that was sprayed by the aircraft. He also stated Luis was 



on scene interviewing workers and by the time he left West Valley at 



approximately 2130 all patients had been discharged except for one. One 



patient they were keeping overnight for observation. Kevin stated if anyone 



has questions for him, he can be contacted at (208) 860-9770.



Rawlings, Kelley



Communications Specialists



NameType



Armbruster, ShandyPrimary



Berg, JillianSupporting
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208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Date: 5/27/19 7:42 AM (GMT-07:00)
To: Chanel Tewalt <Chanel.Tewalt@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Cc: "Celia R. Gould" <Celia.Gould@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Brian Oakey
<Brian.Oakey@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, "Pamela L. Juker" <Pamela.Juker@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Luis Urias
<Luis.Urias@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Subject: Re: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
 
All,  
 
Attached is the State Comm report as of 11:45 PM last night. No updates since. 
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Date: 5/26/19 11:05 PM (GMT-07:00)
To: Chanel Tewalt <Chanel.Tewalt@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Cc: "Celia R. Gould" <Celia.Gould@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Brian Oakey
<Brian.Oakey@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, "Pamela L. Juker" <Pamela.Juker@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Luis Urias
<Luis.Urias@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Subject: Re: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
All, 
 
I spoke with Luis a little while ago, and he was headed back to Boise with the clothing samples that
were collected from the workers. 
 
Unfortunately, the interviews confirmed that there was not a consistent set of symptoms that each
worker experienced, which can make determining the degree and type of exposure difficult.
However, the workers did describe feeling the plane's spray contact them, and they did provide
details related to how the pilot made the application. This will be useful as we continue investigating
the incident. 
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When Luis left the hospital, all but one worker had gone home. The remaining worker was the initial
person who came to the hospital. They described getting the spray I their mouth while others
described it landing on their upper body or head. 
 
On Tuesday morning, Luis and I will make plans on how to move forward with the investigation and I
will discuss with the lab our options for analyzing the samples. 
 
Lastly, a huge thank you to Luis and Vic for being in the field today!  
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Date: 5/26/19 9:27 PM (GMT-07:00)
To: Chanel Tewalt <Chanel.Tewalt@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Cc: "Celia R. Gould" <Celia.Gould@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Brian Oakey
<Brian.Oakey@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, "Pamela L. Juker" <Pamela.Juker@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Luis Urias
<Luis.Urias@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Subject: Re: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
 
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/local/22-people-decontaminated-by-hazmat-team-at-caldwell-
hospital-after-farm-workers-were-exposed-to-unknown-substances/277-75b62acc-ee8d-48cd-913f-
9aec782a63df
 
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: Chanel Tewalt <Chanel.Tewalt@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Date: 5/26/19 9:17 PM (GMT-07:00)
To: Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Cc: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, "Celia R. Gould"
<Celia.Gould@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Brian Oakey <Brian.Oakey@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, "Pamela L. Juker"
<Pamela.Juker@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Luis Urias <Luis.Urias@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
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Subject: Re: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
Still no media inquiries. Thanks for the email and call updates. 


On May 26, 2019, at 9:00 PM, Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@isda.idaho.gov> wrote:


Thanks Kevin. Done with the interviews and Luis is collecting the clothing that was worn
and will be taking it back to the department and locked in the freezer. The fire
department was going to go back to the field and do some quick tests   I asked them to
contact me if they find anything and I haven’t heard anything back from them yet.
Media just showed up. I am going to wait. I told Luis if they stop him to call me and I’ll
go in and tell that we have an ongoing investigation going and we can’t talk about it.
 
Get Outlook for iOS


On Sun, May 26, 2019 at 8:49 PM -0600, "Kevin Kostka"
<Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV> wrote:


All,
 
Luis has interviewed 3 of 4 patients who ended up in the ICU. He is about to
interview the fourth. The good news is patients are being sent home as their
symptoms are improving quickly. The bad news is we still don't know the cause. We
will continue to investigate what products the plane had previously applied and
other possible sources of exposure. Running a screen sample on the workers'
clothing may help, but will take a little more time. 
 
I should get an update from Luis about the interviews later tonight. Some direction
may come from there, but I'm not sure there will be much more to follow up on
immediately. 
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: "Celia R. Gould" <Celia.Gould@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Date: 5/26/19 8:20 PM (GMT-07:00)
To: Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Cc: Chanel Tewalt <Chanel.Tewalt@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Brian Oakey
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<Brian.Oakey@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Vic Mason <Vic.Mason@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>,
"Pamela L. Juker" <Pamela.Juker@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>, Luis Urias
<Luis.Urias@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV>
Subject: Re: 25-30 ag workers exposed
 
Thanks Kevin.  Do you have anymore information now?
 
Sent from my iPad


On May 26, 2019, at 4:11 PM, Kevin Kostka <Kevin.Kostka@isda.idaho.gov> wrote:


All,
 
Earlier today, 25-30 ag feld workers we exposed to a pesticide
application. The workers are showing varying degrees of symptoms.
Some need medical treatment. Many of the exposed workers are
coming into West Valley Hospital, which is now becoming overwhelmed
due to the need to decon the workers and anyone who transported
them. 
 
Luis and I are currently working on this situation as support to the first
responders and hospital staff via State Comm. The next comm call is at
5 PM. Luis is headed in to the office to get his ISDA truck in case he is
needed at the hospital or in the field. 
 
Luis and I spoke with the labor contractor, Roberto Corral, and we think
the workers were in Obendorf hops when they were exposed to an
application taking place on a neighboring onion field, which may also be
Obendorfs. Luis and I also suspect it was an aerial application. None of
the above is confirmed yet. Mr. Corral was not onsite when the incident
took place. Hopefully, Mr. Corral will provide Luis with more
information soon, including what products were applied.
 
I will provide more details via email after the 5 PM comm call. In the
meantime, I can be reached by cell at 208-860-9770 (call or text). 
 
Kevin Kostka
Pesticide Compliance Program Manager
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Division of Agricultural Resources 
208-332-8608 | Fax: 208-334-3547
kevin.kostka@isda.idaho.gov
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